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Orrly the Esserrtials
Express lane
Check-out
Sign above my head reads:
Seven items or less--
No excepflotts.
I have eiglrt.
The larne woman
behind me
smells
like the inside of
my grandmotlter's
hope chest.
She stmggtes
with six bags
of cat food
and stares
at my lungs.
Her cuulre lands
at my feet.
I reach down
deep down
she says, slow\r
spedring through the flood
of atr between uts,
Thank you, dear,
I fear without lt
the larrrbs would not come.
Along with her staff
I hand her the ntoon.
--Erin Hopkins
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